
 

 

Richard C. Crist, Jr. ’77, P’05, P’09 (left) 
and Cynthia L. Crist P’05, P’09 with  
Nicholas D. Ellen ’17, student recipient of  
The Crist Family Scholarship. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Muhlenberg’s Annual Scholarship Luncheon 
 

On Saturday, February 1, 2014, Muhlenberg College trustees, scholarship donors, student scholars, faculty, staff and 
guests gathered in Seegers Union to honor individuals and organizations that generously support scholarships at 
the College.  Muhlenberg is thankful for their generosity and commitment to improving the lives of ’Berg students.     
 
President Helm spoke to the importance of financial aid support, expressed his gratitude to Muhlenberg’s 
scholarship donors and highlighted the remarkable number of new scholarships already established through the 
Muhlenberg Match Scholarship Challenge.  He also invited scholarship donors to participate in a quiz about 
Muhlenberg’s financial aid by employing the technology of audience response clickers.  President Helm then 
welcomed the new Chairman of the Board, Richard C. Crist, Jr. ’77, P’05, P’09 to the stage to speak about his 
experience with financial aid both as a student in the mid-seventies and now as a contributor.  Rich and his wife 
Cindy have established The Crist Family Scholarship, as well as two endowed research fellowships.   
Tatiana J. Patterson ’15, a psychology major and Africana studies minor and recipient of The Class of 1983 
Scholarship Fund, concluded the program by talking about how her involvement on campus is shaping her future.  
Read on for highlights of the speakers’ remarks and visit www.muhlenbergconnect.com/gallery for video highlights.   
 
In September 2013, Muhlenberg designated $10 million to match 1:1 any newly established endowed scholarships 
from $25,000 to $250,000.  At a little over four months into the Muhlenberg Match Scholarship Challenge, the 
College has already received more than $2 million in gifts and commitments.  To learn more about the Muhlenberg 
Match Scholarship Challenge, please go to www.muhlenbergconnect.com/muhlenbergmatch. 
 
 

Richard C. Crist, Jr. ’77, P’05, P’09:   Folks Who Need Financial Aid 
Look Like Many Different Types of People 
 
It was always just a given that I would go to college and a given that I would 
graduate.  I was the first member of my family to attend school, and I was the first 
to graduate.  I really didn’t have a strong knowledge of the whole [financial aid] 
process.  I really didn’t have an understanding of what it would actually take to go 
to a school like Muhlenberg.  I didn’t even have a true appreciation of how special 
it was to join [the Muhlenberg] family.  It was because of support from donors 
like those in this room today and many others that I was able to attend 
Muhlenberg.   
 
The folks who need financial support look like many different types of people.  We talk a lot about diversity on this 
campus, and regardless of color, regardless of gender, regardless of sexual orientation, regardless of what background 
people bring - there are many, many individuals who need financial aid.  When Cindy and I thought about a 
scholarship, part of it was about giving back.  The need today is greater than ever before, and as the scholarship quiz 
demonstrated, the demand continues to grow each year.   
 
 
 
 

An astounding number of new scholarships and additional commitments to scholarships were established in 
the past year. To view a complete listing, visit www.muhlenbergconnect.com/2014scholarshipupdate.   

http://www.muhlenbergconnect.com/gallery
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Tatiana J. Patterson ’15:  Your Financial Support Helps Students 
Make the Most of Their Time Here 
 

My involvement on campus has helped me see the world and my part in it 
differently than I had before.  When I came here as an Emerging Leaders mentee, I 
was in the mindset that college was a give and take experience, but I was unsure of 
how I could give back.  But I quickly realized when I was surrounded by 
upperclassmen in the Emerging Leaders program during Orientation and at Black 
Student Association meetings throughout the year that in the Multicultural 
Center is where I could give back to my Muhlenberg community.  My new 
passion for improving the campus for not just myself as a Black Student but for 
other students of color became extremely important to me.  So, I followed that 
passion into the types of classes I took here; I used it on a social justice 
Alternative Spring Break trip I took to Memphis last year and I took it into my career aspirations.  I think it is safe to say 
that your financial support helps students really make the most of their time here. 
 
I [have] stayed on this campus because of the people.  I have never met a group of students who when passionate 
about something give all they have to fight for it.  I have lifelong friends here that I know will do something great for 
the world.  I have never encountered a faculty member here that did not know their field in-depth and the staff here is 
comprised of some of the best people I have ever met….All in all, I love this place.  Muhlenberg has been my home for 
three years.  It has helped me make sense of my past.  It has helped me to be content with my present and it is 
definitely helping me prepare for my bright future like many of us in this room.  We would be hard-pressed to achieve 
as much as we have without all of you.  So thank you. 
 

                                                                       

 

 

Visit www.muhlenbergconnect.com/gallery to view video highlights from the  
2014 Scholarship Luncheon. 

 

Tatiana J. Patterson ’15, student recipient 
of The Class of 1983 Scholarship Fund, 
stands with class representatives trustee  
Tammy L. Bormann ’83, P’16 (left),  
Karen L. Palguta Grady ’83 and  
Alan B. Gubernick ’83.   

William J. Raines ’49 and MariAnne L. Skolnik ’14, recipient 
of The William J. and Theodora W. Raines Scholarship.  

James D. Petruzzi, representative of The Daniel J. Petruzzi 
Scholarship poses with student recipients Jennifer L. Beck ’17 
and Benjamin J. Croll ’14. 

Financial Aid at Muhlenberg  

 Muhlenberg’s financial aid budget for Fund Year 2013-2014 is $33.3 million, an increase of almost $1.5 million 
from Fund Year 2012-2013. 

 In total, 230 students are benefiting from named scholarships this year. 

 In Fund Year 2013-2014, 89.6% of Muhlenberg students are receiving some sort of financial aid, an increase of 
5.7% over last year. 
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